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Homeless Student Policy

The School provides an educational environment that treats all students equally. Every homeless
student shall have access to the same free and appropriate educational opportunities as students
who are not homeless. Accordingly, the School will enroll each homeless student in the school
determined to be in the student’s best interest. This commitment to the educational rights of
homeless or unaccompanied youth applies to all services, programs, and activities provided or
made available. The School shall fully comply with McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.

The School shall designate a staff member to be the school liaison for homeless students
(“School Liaison”). The School shall display the contact information for the School Liaison in
the building. Homeless issue awareness training shall be provided to all staff members. All
questions and concerns of the staff members should be referred to the School Liaison.

The School Liaison for Homeless Students shall ensure that the parent or guardian of a homeless
student and any unaccompanied youth is:

Assisted in accessing transportation to the selected school

Provided assistance in exercising the right to attend the school of his/her choice

Serviced without being labeled as homeless by school personnel

Provided the information in this policy in a manner and form understandable to the parent
or guardian, and if necessary, in the native language of the parent or guardian

e Assisted in the Dispute Resolution process as outlined herein

Eligibility:
A student may be considered eligible for services as a “Homeless Child” under the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act if he or she is presently living:
e With other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason
(sometimes referred to as “doubling up”)
In a shelter, temporary shared housing, or transitional living program
In emergency or transitional shelters
In a hotel/motel, campground, or similar situation due to lack of alternatives
At a bus or train station, park, car, or abandoned building, public spaces, substandard
housing
In a temporary or transitional foster care placement or awaiting placement
e Abandonment in hospitals
e A primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or
ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings
e Migratory students

Placement: The School shall make school placement determinations on the basis of the best
interest of the student. To the extent feasible, homeless students are kept in the school of origin
unless doing so is contrary to the wishes of the student’s parent or guardian or otherwise not in
the best interest of the student.
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To the extent feasible, the School shall comply with a request made by parents regarding school
placement regardless of whether the student lives with the homeless parents or is temporarily
residing elsewhere.

Immediate Enrollment: Should a dispute arise over eligibility, school selection, or enrollment
the dispute resolution procedures shall be followed as provided herein and the student shall be
immediately enrolled during the pendency of the dispute and all appeals. Proof of residence,
birth certificate, immunization records, and other documentation cannot serve as a barrier to
enrollment in a school.

School Selection: The eligible student has the right to select from the following schools:
e The school he/she attended when permanently housed (School of Origin)
e The school in which he/she was last enrolled (School of Origin)
e The school in the attendance area in which he/she currently resides (School of Residency)

Participation in Programs: Eligible students have a right to access all of the school’s programs
and services on the same basis as all other students, including special education, school breakfast
and lunch, and any extra-curricular activities.

Transportation: Any eligible student attending his/her School of Origin has a right to
transportation to and from the School of Origin.

Dispute Resolution: The student, parent or guardian has the right to appeal any School
determination of eligibility, school selection, or enroliment. The School Liaison will guide the
student, parent or guardian through the entire dispute resolution process. The School Liaison will
assist in both the local and state-level appeals process, if necessary. This includes recording
evidence that will be used to write an appeal if a parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth
cannot do so by him or herself and providing access to School materials, such as copiers and fax
machines.

Should a dispute arise over eligibility, school selection, or enrollment in a school the following
procedure is to be followed:

1. The School shall immediately enroll the child/unaccompanied youth in the school in
which he/she is seeking enrollment, pending resolution of the dispute, including all
appeals. Enrollment for these purposes is defined as attending classes and
participating fully in school activities.

2. Upon determination of eligibility, enroliment, or school selection, the School will
provide a written explanation of any decisions made to parents, guardians or
unaccompanied youth. The School should may use Attachment 1 in order to capture
all relevant information. Regardless of what form is used, the written explanation
should be easy to understand and free of jargon. When appropriate, the School will
translate the decision into the recipient’s dominant language. At a minimum, the
written explanation of how the School reached its decision regarding eligibility,
school selection, or enrollment will include:
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* A description of the action that the School proposed or refused

* An explanation of why the School proposed or refused the action

* A description of any other options the School considered

* The reasons why the School rejected any other options

* A description of any other factors relevant to the School’s decision and
information related to the eligibility or best interest determination. (This
includes the facts, witnesses and evidence relied upon and their sources.)
* Appropriate timelines to ensure any relevant deadlines are met

* Contact information for the School liaison and state homeless education
coordinator and a brief description of their roles

* Notice to the recipient of their right to file an appeal, including step-by-step
instructions of how to file an appeal

3. The School will refer the student, parent or guardian to the School Liaison who will

initiate the dispute resolution process as quickly as possible. The Liaison will make
sure that the Schools follows the dispute resolution process. The Liaison also must
ensure that unaccompanied youth receive the same rights to appeal the School’s
eligibility, school selection or enrollment decision as parents and guardians. The role
of the Liaison is to assist the student, parent or guardian through the duration of the
dispute resolution process. The process will be open and transparent among those
involved.

Following an appeal at the School level, if the student, parent or guardian still
disagrees with the determination, they may appeal to the Ohio Department of
Education. The School Liaison will forward all written documentation and related
documents to the state coordinator for Homeless Education at the Ohio Department of
Education. The School Liaison may use Attachment 2 to help capture all relevant
information. Upon receipt of any requested documentation, the state coordinator for
Homeless Education will investigate the dispute and request applicable
documentation. The Ohio Department of Education will make a decision within 15
school days from the receipt of all necessary materials. The Department will provide
the final decision to the School superintendent, building principal, School Liaison,
and parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth. All parties must immediately adhere to
the final determination.
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